
Chairman’s Report 2025 - 2026 

AES Melbourne Section is representative of the Audio Engineering Society 

(Inc.) New York, and acts as an independent, not-for-profit Section. 

The AES Melbourne Section has had an interesting and successful year. 

Committee meetings 

Your Section Committee has met four times during the past 12 months 

(September, November, March and July) to deal with the business of running 

the Section and planning the upcoming meetings. 

The added ability to conduct online committee meetings has also helped with 

travel arrangements and convenience for committee members.  

We are always on the lookout for guest speakers or topics you’d like discussed. 

We would be pleased to hear your suggestions. 

 

Member meetings 
 
2025/26 has seen continued progress with the balance of face-to-face and online 

streaming for meetings. Face to face meetings offer opportunities especially for 

socialisation and ‘off agenda’ items and so are preferred where possible, but 

attendances at the streamed (Zoom) meetings has been strong and growing. 

In August 2025. following our AGM, Paul Messick presented via Zoom on the 

topic of Low Noise Amplifier Design. 

At the October 2025 meeting we were privileged to have the respected pioneer 

of film surround sound technologies Tomlinson Holman of THX present to us 

via Zoom from San Francisco on “The History and Future of Surround Sound”  

December 2025 saw a social event in the form of an end-of-year dinner held at 

Club Ringwood, where v15 of our members enjoyed a casual get together to 

talk all thing audio and non-audio, and generally celebrate another successful 

year. The informal setting was a welcome change from our standard format.    

In February composer, performer, and software & hardware developer Luke 

Howard presented on the topic of “The AES67 and AES70 Protocols” 

Then in April we returned to the Collarts Collingwood campus where Paul 

Messick gave a presentation on “Low Jitter Clock Generation for Digital 

Audio”. This meeting was also live streamed to YouTube. 



In June, AES Melbourne we travelled to Kew to tour the impressive Synth 

Temple Studios, a facility that houses 125 fully useable synthesisers in a studio 

environment. Then we heard co-founder Tony Osmond detail the passion and 

attention to detail that went into the design and construction of the facility, 

aided by Steve Jones, Synth Technician and Studio Operations Manager, as well 

as Mark Hanson, Acoustic Engineer. 

Full reports on all of our meetings, right back to 2009, can be found on our 

website at: 

https://aesmelbourne.org.au/pastevents/ 

Finances 

AES Melbourne finances remained strong for 2026, with improved interest rates 

on our investment account almost cancelling out rising costs. More details can 

be found in the financial report on the website. 

Thanks go to our treasurer Graham Haynes for his ongoing long service as 

treasurer. 

 

Website and Online presence 
 

Our website aesmelbourne.org.au continues as a vehicle for promoting Section 

activities and publishing subsequent meeting reports to provide a full record of 

our activities and provide a useful resource for the whole professional audio 

community. 

The continuing fragmentation of social media makes using it a challenge for 

reaching members and interested people. We regularly post our activities to 

LinkedIn, Facebook, and Instagram. These are managed as low maintenance 

activities that hopefully offer the prospect of gaining wider attention for the 

website and so the Section. 

 

Our online efforts could always benefit from members, friends or other 

interested parties with appropriate skills stepping forward to assist in 

maintaining our reach in this particularly important aspect of our 

communication. Please let us know if you possess or have access to those skills. 

 

AES New York staff changes 

The AES New York headquarters arrangements have changed, with a shared 

resources arrangement with the Illumination Engineering Society seeing the 

return of former staffers Colleen Harper as Executive Director, and Graham 

Kirk as Associate Executive Director. The new support arrangements have 

already seen progress on the aes.org website upgrade, and significant 

improvements in the membership database.   

https://aesmelbourne.org.au/pastevents/
http://aesmelbourne.org.au/


Changes to Voting Members’ Communication 
 
Up until now, voting members (Member grade and higher) have received 

notification of the Annual General Meeting by letter via Australia Post. Because 

of differing privacy legislation around the world, the AES no longer provides 

postal addresses to Sections. This complicates the use of postal services for 

member communication. That, coupled with rising postal costs, has led the 

Committee to decide to use email for this purpose from now on. All AGM 

papers will be distributed via email in the future. Would voting members please 

ensure that their email address we have on record is kept current? 

 

Membership 
 

Melbourne Section membership has been fairly stable over the past year, being 

55 currently financial members. We also have 12 lifetime members of AES 

Melbourne now, having remained continuous members for 25 years or more. 

Their ongoing commitment and knowledge cannot be underestimated. 

The situation regarding membership trends is rather unclear as perhaps earlier 

issues with the membership database may have under-reported numbers but a 

comparison of expired vs new members suggests a reasonably stable situation. 

 

Attracting new members will have to be an ongoing priority to ensure the health 

of the Section, and promoting student memberships appears to be a challenge. 

The AES Melbourne Section remains keen to attract new members for all levels 

of membership. 

 

More detailed committee information on AES Melbourne, AES New York and 

other Sections can be found on the aesmebourne.org.au website. The site 

includes interesting meeting summaries and video extracts on various audio 

topics. 

 

As Chairman I would like to thank the Committee for their continued effort in 

keeping Melbourne AES thriving. All Committee members actively contribute 

to the smooth running of the Section. Dr Rod Staples continues his efforts with 

Audio education state of the art and for our ‘legends’ Series. Special thanks also 

again go to our secretary Peter Smerdon for his tireless hard work, dedication 

and leadership. 

 

Graeme Huon 

Chair. 

17 August 2026 

 


